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Abstract: This paper highlights the role of grammar in English Language 
Teaching (ELT) Techniques in detail. First of all, this paper discusses the Grammar 
Translation Method, Direct Method, Audio-Lingual Method, and Oral-Situational 
Language Teaching. It also comprehensively discusses the role of grammar in these 
techniques. Later, this paper also presents the role of grammar in modern approaches 
like Communicative Language Teaching, Total Physical Response, and Eclectic 
Approach. Then this paper also elaborates how the teaching of grammar has 
undergone major shifts in its focus/attention such as Grammar-based, Situation based 
and Function - Notion based in detail. 
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The place of grammar in the English Language Teaching courses has often kept 
switching over the centuries depending on the prevalent convention/practice or the 
dominant theories of language analysis and language learning premised on which 
several English Language Teaching (ELT) methods were propounded one after the 
other. The main aim of the teachers in teaching grammar is to teach the structure of 
the language systematically and make their students get good command over the 
language to produce the learned grammatical structures accurately when they use 
them in their real-life situations in either spoken or written form. As there are 
different methods, approaches, and techniques in teaching grammar, the teachers of 
English have been using various techniques while teaching English grammar teaching 
classrooms. Even today, most of the teachers are using the grammar translating 
method or direct method while they teach grammar in their classrooms. Moreover, in 
most of the classrooms, grammar has been taught deductively as teachers of English 
think that it reduces their burden since teaching grammar inductively consumes more 
time and energy. Furthermore, the teachers of English should also apply various 
techniques in their teaching instead of choosing a single or two methods while 
teaching grammar. In English language teaching, grammar plays a major role and the 
modern and trained teachers should apply various techniques in their teaching and 
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they should also realize the importance of grammar in various English Language 
Teaching (ELT) techniques. 
Language plays a vital role in communication and grammar is the main essential 
element for any language since the formation of sentences primarily depends on the 
structure of its sentences. Without grammar, we cannot imagine a sentence. 
Therefore, grammar is needed for all languages in order to frame correct sentences. 
When grammar is proper, the sentences of the language make sense. In this way, it is 
more important to realize the importance of grammar in a language. Since grammar is 
the structure and sound of a language, everyone concentrates mainly on it. Even the 
native speakers of English have also recognized the importance of grammar and are 
therefore in a position to speak their language, i.e. English, grammatically correct 
sentences. Also, grammar helps the learners understand what makes sentences, 
paragraphs, and even long essays, short stories precise, clear, and interesting. 
The present situation in most of the schools and colleges is that grammar is 
taught as a separate entity and the learners of the English language learn it just by 
mugging up the rules of the language. Furthermore, grammar is taught in a 
prescriptive way rather than in a descriptive way. Therefore, the learners of a 
language are not in a position to showcase their talent in either their speech or 
writing. So, the teachers of English should understand the situation and try to find the 
right solution for the learners to master the language by applying the rules of the 
grammar that they have learned in the English classrooms. Furthermore, the teachers 
of English should also understand the real situation of the learners and try to take the 
appropriate steps for the development of their English language learning skills. Also, 
the teachers have to give more prominence to grammar while using various methods, 
approaches, and techniques of teaching English. Hence, some of the ELT Methods 
are being discussed below in order to identify the place and role of grammar in the 
English Language Teaching programs. 
Grammar-Translation Method 
This method ruled the world for more than a century. The main concentration of 
this method was to help learners to acquire knowledge of the target language. This 
method did not focus on the spoken form of the language. O’Grady et al. (1993) 
suggest, “This technique emphasizes reading, writing, translation, and the conscious 
learning of grammatical rules. Its primary goal is to develop literary mastery of the 
second language.  
Grammar learning/teaching was totally based on the goal of helping students to 
read and appreciate foreign languages and literature. Interacting grammar 
learning/teaching as a second language was used as it was believed, to translate in 
and out of the target language. The grammar learning/teaching consisted of the 
memorization of the rules of the various sentence patterns and various grammar was 
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taught prescriptively and guided by the rules of the target language as well as greater 
emphasis was paid on accuracy. Mostly, the experts of English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) believe that G.T. Method is the invention of the eighteenth century 
and in the 19th century. They adopted the strategy of liking grammatical rules with 
translation. G.T. Method has been accepted by the experts as a role model and 
became the ideal method to teach modern languages in the curriculum. 
The Direct Method 
The Direct Method was based on the assumption that a second language can be 
learned in the same manner as a child learns the first language. The direct method 
facilitated a learning classroom that seems natural and contextual. There was no 
emphasis on the explicit instruction of grammatical aspect but one–to–one 
communication got motivated. 
The Direct Method emerged as a reaction against the G.T. Method. It was 
developed in the later nineteenth century when the entire world needed a language for 
communication in different fields like business, traveling, International exchanges, 
political and economic reasons. There were many languages spoken in various 
countries, but this was the main hurdle for the people to increase opportunities in 
different fields. Hence, they were looking for a language used in Europe for 
communication. Hence nineteenth-century Direct Method was innovated. 
The main objective of the Direct Method is the ability to communicate in the 
target language (T.L.). The main focus of this method is to develop their (students’) 
thinking (LSRW) but emphasizes for the correct pronunciation and vocabulary also 
has been given great importance than grammar. 
Audio-Lingual Method 
This is an extension and modification of the Direct Method. The main goal lies 
in the development of oral fluency as translation and use of native language which is 
not permitted in the language classrooms. It worked on the notion of the mechanistic 
process of habit formation comprising dialogue memorization and pattern drills. It 
deals with vocabulary acquisition as well as the drills of grammatical sentence 
patterns. This method was focused (Nagraj, Geeta, 1996: 79) refers to demonstrate 
the fact that a language teaching method can be based on rigorous scientific 
disciplines like linguistics and psychology. The Audio-Lingual Method treated all the 
form skills separately. The main tool to learn language through this method was 
dialogue-presentation in the language laboratory. 
The Oral - Situational Language Teaching 
In the 1920s, an approach for language teaching in a systematic way was 
evolved. This included the mechanized steps of selection, gradation, and presentation 
of language items and context to be practiced in a language learning classroom. This 
approach came to be known as the oral approach to language teaching. In the oral 
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approach, the spoken language item was followed by written forms as these language 
items were practiced situationally after a brief introduction. Later, this principle of 
situationally became the key feature of the oral approach and got a new name as the 
Oral - Situational Approach. 
The linguists like Hornby, Palmer were behind the exploration of this method. 
The linguists like Gurrey, Frisby, Billows, and Pittman too contributed emphatically 
to the development of this method. Especially, Pittman and his colleagues developed 
a tremendous set of practice material. The approach got its existence in the 1920s and 
1930s as linguists like Hornby and Palmer worked a lot to set a launchpad of this 
approach. It is worth quoting here the sayings of Richards and Rogers (1968: 33) who 
say, “The teaching/learning of grammar followed as a systematic rule of shifting 
learning from simple to complex items. The grammar contents were learned through 
an oral approach. Grammar was received as the “underlying sentence pattern of 
spoken language”. 
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) 
This approach argued by O’Grady et al. (1993) is that “Merely knowing how to 
produce a grammatically correct sentence is not enough. A communicatively 
competent person must also know how to produce an appropriate, natural, and 
socially acceptable utterance in all contexts of communication ‘Hey’, buddy, you fix 
my car! is grammatically correct but not as effective in the most social context as 
‘excuse me, Sir, I was wondering whether I could home my car fixed today … 
(communication competence)”. 
The major goal of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is to develop 
communicative ability in language learners by acknowledging the interdependence of 
language and communication. Larsen - Freeman, (2004: 121) states,“Although the 
earlier discussed methods were quite capable of making students utter grammatical 
accurate sentences in classrooms yet those methods were partially successful in 
helping students to produce and use sentences appropriately outside of classroom 
setting”. So in the 1970s, several linguistics and educators started thinking that the 
production of sentences should be combined with its genuine communicative use as 
being able to communicate require more than mastery of linguist structures. 
Total Physical Response 
O’Grady, et al. (1993) state Total Physical Response as, “It takes into 
consideration the silent period deemed necessary for some L2 Learner. During the 
primary section of Total Physical Response, students don't seem to be needed to talk, 
instead, they think about obeying simple commands in the second language. These 
demands eventually become more complex. For example, walk to the door becomes 
strength you head while you walk to the door, at the back of the classroom. The 
objective of this approach is to correct physical activity with meaningful language 
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use as a way of instilling concepts”. Thus, this method combines both speech and 
action and teaches language through physical activities. More clearly, the teacher 
gives commands and orders the learners to perform the action according to the 
instruction. Richards and Rodgers (1968: 92) suggest, “The psychologist James 
Asher developed this method combining developmental psychology, learning theory, 
and learning pedagogy. Grammar teaching/ learning takes place inductively when a 
teacher presents sentence structures in a contextual manner. Grammatical items are 
learned unconsciously as they are selected according to the situation which they can 
be used in the classroom and the case with which they can be learned”. 
EclecticApproach 
Sometimes, a single selected method cannot be sufficiently justified to teach 
language learners and classrooms unless it fulfills all the needs of the language 
curricula. If at any stage the methods provide a loophole for insufficiency, then it 
should be supplemented by any other method which can have strong point(s) at that 
stage and repair those loopholes. Such a type of belief gave a rise to the idea of 
combining all the strong aspects of various methods and getting them compiled into 
one. This belief got its name as the eclectic approach which is a deviance from the 
rigid guidelines inherent in any method and flexible enough to name a number of 
remedial steps to be used to run the language classroom successfully. Thus, the 
eclectic approach is a combination of all the best approaches and methods as 
discussed above. 
In the above discussion, in terms of language teaching methods and even in 
terms of the shifts in language teaching courses, we saw that grammar has always 
been a cardinal part of the language teaching and learning process. Such a situation 
maintained the importance and the significance of the role and place of the pedagogic 
grammar. Therefore, the teachers of English should realize the importance of 
grammar in the English Language Teaching techniques, methods, and approaches and 
give more preference to grammar in their teaching since grammar plays a major role 
not only in sentence construction but also in oral and written communication. While 
following the appropriate methods in teaching, the teachers of English have to 
concentrate more on grammar which is the main important component in teaching the 
English language. Since grammar plays a key role in teaching the English language, 
the teachers of English should give more priority to grammar and teach the English 
language systematically to their students in order to understand the subject well and 
prepare the learners as good communicators in their future. 
 
References 
1. Allwright, D., Bailey, K.M. (1991). Focus on the Language Classroom: An 
"Science and Education" Scientific Journal June 2021 / Volume 2 Special Issue 2
www.openscience.uz 108
2. Introduction to Classroom Research for Language Teacher. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
3. Alptekin, Cem. (2002). Towards Intercultural Communicative Competence in 
ELT. ELT Journal, Volume 56/1. Oxford University Press, pp.57-63. 
4. Blyth, Carl (1998). The Role of Grammar in Communicative Language 
Teaching. online http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/foreignlang/conf/blyth.html 
5. Borjars, Kersti and Burridge, Kate (2001). Introducing English Grammar, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
6. Brown, H. D. (1994). Principle of Language Learning and Teaching, London: 
Prentice-Hall Regents. 
7. Celce-Murcia, M. (1991). Grammar Pedagogy in Second and Foreign 
Language Teaching. TESOL quarterly. volume 25/3.pp.459-478. 
8. Chien-Yh, C.(1999). ‘Formal Grammar Instruction and the Role of Grammar 
in the EFL Classroom’. Hwa Kang Journal. Online http://www.geocities.com/college 
park/classroom/1930/Journal/May 99/Chen-Formal.Html, pp.1-8. 
9. Cook, Vivian (2001). Second Language Learning and Language Teaching. 
London: Oxford University Press. 
10. Elley, W.Barham, L.Lamb, H and Wyllie, M. (1976). “The Role of grammar 





"Science and Education" Scientific Journal June 2021 / Volume 2 Special Issue 2
www.openscience.uz 109
